HOOSIER OUTDOOR WRITERS
CODE OF ETHICS

PURPOSE:
Members are expected to conduct their professional business and personal 


relationships with integrity and with a sense of propriety that behooves 


themselves, Hoosier Outdoor Writers and their profession.

FORMAT:
A committee of three Active members known as the Ethics Committee shall be



appointed by the President to handle all ethical questions.  The chairman to be 

named from the Committee shall investigate charges of ethical violation and 

report findings to the President, who may request a Board of Directors hearing 

before making a final decision.  Minor infractions may be handled by the 


President immediately and forcefully.  All other cases shall be referred to the 

Board of Directors.

PENALTIES:
Penalties may include public or private reprimand or suspension and/or 


expulsion as deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors.

CANON I

Members shall deal fairly and ethically with all phases of the outdoor industry.
1. In soliciting or accepting equipment or service on any basis, a member must establish and agree with the provider on the conditions of acceptance.

2. Except for consignment agreements or temporary loan, members shall not solicit samples without requesting to be billed.  Except for any not-for-profit or charitable outdoor promotion, members are prohibited from soliciting equipment for purposes not associated with their journalistic pursuits.

3. Members shall not make any agreements with, promise or trade of favorable editorial comment in exchange for equipment, endorsement, services or monetary remuneration and shall refuse any such items that are conditional upon a promise to produce such editorial.

4. A member may accept accommodations, travel, meals or other related services if there is a reasonable expectation of a salable story or other communication resulting from such services.  Members are obligated to deal honestly with such hosts prior to accepting the trip.

CANON II

Members shall obey all fish, game and conservation regulations.

1. A member shall never knowingly violate fish and game laws or regulations.  It is the obligation of all members to become knowledgeable of the laws and regulations in any area where they fish, hunt or visit.  Members should discourage others from violations and report violations which they witness.
CANON III

In dealing with editors and publishers, members shall provide original materials or qualified articles.

1. A member shall not knowingly sell rights that he does not own.  If a member sells reprint rights, or rewrites a previously published story, he shall apprise the new purchaser of the prior usage.

2. If photos or editorial matter have been furnished by others, the member shall so advise the publisher and request the proper credits be given.

3. Members should avoid submitting the same or a closely equivalent article or photo to any other publication in the same or an overlapping field prior to the publication by the first publisher without its permission.

CANON IV
Members shall maintain integrity with the Hoosier Outdoor Writers and their fellow communicators.

1. Hoosier Outdoor Writers’ (HOW) name shall not be used to imply or indicate directly HOW’s endorsement of any action, product, idea or event without written consent of the Board of Directors.

2. No member may use HOW stationary except for official HOW business.

3. Members who are not of “Active” status are prohibited from using their HOW affiliation as a means to obtain free or discounted goods or services without indicating their inactive status as a paid journalist of outdoor-oriented information.
